
1 BEBUC
Newsletter 2022



2 BEBUC
Newsletter 2022

BEBUC Newsletter 2022
The annual magazine of BEBUC No. 4
April 2022

Committee

Japhet Kasereka Mapati
Mwanack Kakule Matina
Patient Kubuya Binwa

• Reviewer 
 Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Gerhard Bringmann

More Information

Ms Carine BangoBango 
BEBUC Office
Résidence le Château/ERAIFT
Plateau des Résidents, UNIKIN
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
Tel. +243 81 38 49 229
email: bebuc.office@gmail.com

Dr. Anette Zillenbiller 
Universität Würzburg 
BEBUC Office Geb. 52, L5 
Josef-Martin-Weg 52 
D-97074 Würzburg 
Tel. +49-931-318-8153 
email: zillenbiller@chemie.uni-wuerzburg.de

https://bebuc.org



3 BEBUC
Newsletter 2022

The BEBUC Scholarship Program se-
lects excellent young Congolese 
pupils and students from primary 
school to the level of bachelor and 
master studies in order to support 
them financially and to offer them 
a specific, individual mentoring for 
their vision of becoming professors 
at Congolese universities. 

We are happy to announce that 
last year (2021) three new BEBUC 
professors have been appointed 
at some Congolese universities, 
Prof. Dr. Séverin Muyisa Kavatsurwa 
at the Université Officielle de Buka-
vu (UOB), and Prof. Dr. Jean-Pierre 
Mufusama and Prof. Dr. Yannick 
Nuapia, both at the Université de 
Kinshasa (UNIKIN). 

This year, one more has been 
appointed, Prof. Dr. Pacifique 
Mwene-Batu at the Université Offi-
cielle de Bukavu (UOB).

Outstanding BEBUC scholars distin-
guish themselves in the Congo and 
abroad. To make their achievements 
known around the world, the BEBUC 
Newsletter has been edited. Not all 
of the scholars’ accomplishments 
are recorded in the Newsletter, we 
just select some key achievements, 
out of many other ones, based on a 

certain number of criteria such as le-
vel of relevance, time of submission, 
as well as the scope of the Newslet-
ter.

We are deeply sorry for not publi-
shing a 2021 Newsletter edition. This 
lack of publication was due to the si-
tuation of the COVID-19. The pande-
mics impaired some scientific acti-
vities worldwide through lockdowns 
and restrictions, with some of the 
scholars, among whom the Prime 
Speaker (PS), obliged to fly back to 
the Congo, and to attend acade-
mic activities remotely. Others saw 
their workload become huge like 
the Vice-Prime Speaker (VPS), who is 
a medical doctor, busy of handling 
the medical situation of affected 
people at hospital.

This Newsletter reports about two new 
BEBUC PhD holders who graduated 
by the beginning of 2022, before re-
porting about the PhD candidates, 
master’s degree holders, master stu-
dents, BSc holders, and BSc students. 
In the next edition, we will dedicate 
some lines to the achievements of 
primary and secondary scholars.

We wish you to enjoy reading this 
No. 4 of the BEBUC Newsletter!

Preamble
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I. New BEBUC PhD Holders

I am Tania Bishola Tshitenge. I got my bachelor 
degree in Molecular Biology from the Université 
de Kinshasa (UNIKIN) in 2014. Thereafter, I pur-
sued my master studies in the Centre of Bio-
technology and Bioinformatics at the University 
of Nairobi. I carried out my research work at the 
International Centre of Insect Physiology and 
Ecology, working on the transgenic expression 
of tsetse fly in Drosophila melanogaster. I gra-
duated in September 2017 with a master’s de-
gree in Biotechnology. I then went to Germany 
for my PhD studies at the University of Heidel-
berg in Prof. Christine Clayton’s lab. I researched 
post-transcriptional regulation of gene expres-
sion using trypanosome as a model system. 

I was granted the BEBUC scholarship in 2010, 
when I was in the second year of my bache-
lor studies at UNIKIN. Thanks to the BEBUC Scho-
larship Program, I did not only receive mentoring 
from the BEBUC Panel members for my career, 
but also financial support. I also had a chance 
to perform an internship in Noguchi Memorial 
Institute for Medical Research in Ghana in 2013, 
thanks to the collaboration between BEBUC and 
the Holger-Pöhlmann Foundation. The BEBUC 
family allowed me to improve my English lan-
guage skills and to develop my leadership skills 
by serving several times as the Speaker for the 
scholars in Kinshasa and from 2017 to 2019 as 
the Prime Speaker. After obtaining my bache-
lor’s degree in Molecular Biology from UNIKIN 

in 2014, I obtained a scholarship to carry out 
my master studies in Kenya. This scholarship was 
made possible thanks to the recommendation 
of Prof. Gerhard Bringmann (until recently Pre-
sident of the BEBUC Scholarship Program). I re-
member that my stay in Nairobi was not easy at 
the beginning because of the English language 
but I adapted very quickly and worked very hard 
to be the best student. 

Shortly before graduating from the University of 
Nairobi in 2017, I applied for several PhD grants. 
I got so many rejections but this did not stop me 
trying over and over again. I finally got accep-
ted into the laboratory of Prof. Christine Clayton 
at the University of Heidelberg, Germany. There, I 
faced a radical change of professional environ-
ment, the German culture, and a rather lonely life 
compared to Kenya. The research was not easy 
because sometimes it takes several attempts to 
achieve a positive result. Many times, during my 
doctoral studies, I was plagued by feelings of 
discouragement, loss of self-confidence, and 
also thoughts of giving up my dream. However, I 
had friends who were also facing the same pro-
blems, so we used to encourage one another. 

I would like to encourage the younger scholars 
to follow their passions and to know themselves, 
to always fight for the goals they set and to ne-
ver be afraid of the challenges.

Dr. Tania Bishola Tshitenge
PhD
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Dr. Ebengo is now thirty years old. He obtained 
his bachelor degree in Agricultural Engineering, 
option Water and Forests in 2014 at the Université 
de Kinshasa (UNIKIN) with the highly appreciated 
support of the BEBUC Scholarship. Afterwards, he 
completed a master’s degree in Soil Manage-
ment and Ecosystem Services at the Université 
Paris-Saclay in 2017, his master studies were fully 
funded by BEBUC. In 2021, he obtained a PhD 
degree in Geomatics at AgroParisTech.

Wishing to be appointed professor at the Univer-
sité de Kinshasa UNIKIN and to become a visiting 
professor in other institutions, his ambition is to 
set up a research laboratory on Geomatics ap-
plications for spatial observation of the Congo 

Basin and to work with international structures for 
the conservation of nature in the Congo Basin.

His advice to the young BEBUC scholars is that 
they should contribute in one way or another to 
the development of our country. 

Congratulations, dear Dav! Keep it up and conti-
nue making us very proud!

Alongside Dr. Tania Bishola and Dr. Dav Ebengo, 
we have also three new re-entry scholars since 
April 1, 2022. These are Dr. Aristote Buya (Phar-
macy) , Dr. Patient Ciza (Pharmacy), and Dr. 
Akweni Arindo (Agronomy), all three from UNIKIN.

It’s said that the things that do not kill you just 
strengthen you. All of us should give a structure to 
our lives and thrive to accomplish our dreams. I 
also encourage you to involve God in all the de-
cisions and choices that you make throughout 
your careers. Success in life is a combination of 
preparation, opportunities, but also the deci-
sions we make every day to achieve this dream. 
And finally, surround yourselves with friends who 

encourage you, support you, and propel you 
towards excellence. Stay positive and above 
all, joyful. 

Now, I am going to apply for a professorship 
position so as to help the rising generations at 
UNIKIN and other Congolese universities. We are 
proud of you, Tania!

Dr. Dav Mwampongo 
Ebengo, PhD
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II. PhD Candidates

Doctor Lekuya is a PhD Graduate Fellow at 
the Department of Surgery, College of Health 
Sciences, Makerere University, Uganda. He is 
also a Neurosurgery Clinical Fellow of the Colle-
ge of Surgeons of East, Central, and Southern 
Africa (COSECSA) from the collaboration of the 
Neurosurgical Society of Uganda and Duke Uni-
versity Neurosurgery based in Mulago Hospital, 
Kampala, Uganda.
 
In his previous education, he completed bril-
liantly his undergraduate biomedical studies, 
medical school, and medical internship at the 
Université de Kinshasa (UNIKIN), DRC in 2012. He 
did a six-month pre-residency in General Surgery 
and Neurosurgery at the Department of Surgery, 
Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital / University of Ghana, 
then did his Master studies (MMed) in General 
Surgery from Makerere University, supported by 
the BEBUC Scholarship Program. 

He then did a three-month course of the Pro-
fessional Diploma of Tropical Medicine and Hy-
giene (DTM&H) from the East African scholarship 
of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine (LSHTM), done in Moshi (Tanzania) and 
Kampala (Uganda). 

In 2021, he was selected as one of the 25 most 
outstanding young physicians below the age 
of 40 from all over the world by the InterAca-
demy Partnership (IAP) Young Physician Leaders 

(YPL) Programme. From the same year he has 
become one of the global worldwide alumni of 
young health professionals with the skills of pro-
motion of health and strengthening health sys-
tems around the world during the World Health 
Summit in Berlin, Germany. 

In 2022, as part of his Neurosurgery Fellowship, 
he was selected by the Foundation of Interna-
tional Education of Neurosurgery (FIENS-Bassett 
Fellowship) for a three-month training of Mi-
croneurosurgery Skull Base training at Weill Cor-
nell Neurological Surgery Skull Base 3D Lab in 
New York City, USA. 

As coming towards the end of his Clinical Neu-
rosurgery Fellowship Training, he was awarded 
Doctoral Research Grants from the Brain Health 
Training Makerere University and the competitive 
BOF mobility scholarship for Doctoral students 
from Developing Countries between Ghent 
University (Belgium) and Makerere University 
to build up his future academic and research 
career. Hervé is involved in patients’ neurosur-
gical care, medical education, and clinical 
research. He has published a couple of articles in 
peer-reviewed journals. He has won a number of 
research grants and he is an active member of 
many scientific societies. Well done dear Hervé!

Doctor Hervé Monka 
Lekuya, MD, MSc
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Sephora has been a BEBUC scholar since 2010. 
In 2014 she completed her bachelor studies in 
Pharmacy at the Université de Kinshasa (UNIKIN) 
with three distinctions.

She was granted the BEBUC master scholarship 
to carry out her studies on naphthylisoquinoline 
(NIQ) alkaloids. After spending six months (Ja-
nuary – June 2016) at the University of Wuerz-
burg (Germany), in Prof. Gerhard Bringmann’s 
lab, synthesizing NIQ compounds, she started 
her master studies in the Biodiscovery Group, 
Department of Chemistry, University of Pretoria 
(South Africa), where she focused on the “Iso-
lation of antiplasmodial naphthylisoquinoline 
alkaloids from a Congolese Ancistrocladus sp. 
through bioassay-guided fractionation” un-
der the supervision of Prof. V. Maharaj and the 
co-supervision of Prof. G. Bringmann. In 2018, 
she was awarded the NRF Grantholder Linked 
Scholarship (National Research Foundation) for 
her master studies, which she completed with 
distinction in 2019.

She is currently a PhD candidate at the Univer-
sity of Pretoria in the Department of Chemistry. 
She was granted the UP Postgraduate Doctoral 
Research Bursary for PhD studies at the Univer-
sity of Pretoria in 2020 to carry out her work on 
the “Investigation of the antimalarial potential of 
100 plant materials from the University of Pretoria 

repository: A contribution to the establishment of 
a South African natural product library ready for 
high-throughput screening campaigns”. Her re-
search helps to set up a South African Natural 
Products Library, a repository of crude extracts, 
purified fractions as well as pure molecules from 
medicinal plants, stored in a standardized for-
mat and readily deliverable. Further, she extracts 
pure compounds from three South African plant 
species and tests them against asexual and 
sexual stages of Plasmodium falciparum (the 
malaria causative parasite).

Sephora was awarded the Prize L’Oréal-UNESCO 
For Women In Science Young Talents From The 
Sub-Saharan Africa 2021 Edition. After comple-
tion of her PhD studies, she expects to go back 
to the DRC and apply for a professorship posi-
tion in the Faculty of Pharmacy at UNIKIN, where 
she is currently holding a lectureship position. 
Sephora hopes to teach and lead a research 
group in Natural Product Chemistry, and to ex-
plore Congolese plant species with the purpose 
of identifying new bioactive lead compounds. 

Go ahead Sephora!

Sephora Mianda Mutombo 
MSc
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Lepere has been a BEBUC scholar since 2016, 
with a record of five distinctions during his 
bachelor studies of Law at the Université de 
Kikwit (UNIKIK) in DRC.

In 2020 he was the very first Congolese bene-
ficiary of the Eiffel Excellence Scholarship Pro-
gramme. This scholarship is awarded by the 
French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs to 
foreign students for master and PhD studies.

In 2021, he was ranked among the top five stu-
dents in Basic Public Law Master II at the Universi-
té de Bordeaux (Bordeaux, France); Currently he 
is a member of Léon Duguit Institute at the Uni-
versité de Bordeaux, where he is doing his PhD 
studies in Public Law. He is also a temporary lec-
turer in bachelor studies at the same institution. 
Furthermore, he also holds a visiting lectureship 
at the Université Catholique du Congo in a mas-
ter program of Law. Well done dear Lepere.

III. Master Holders in Transition for PhD

Doctor Musasa has been a BEBUC scholar since 
2013. She earned her medical degree in 2017 
with three distinctions from the Université Protes-
tante au Congo (UPC). She presented the re-
sults of her research on malaria and sickle cell 
disease at two major conferences, in Dakar in 
April 2018 for the Multilateral Initiative on Malaria 
and in New Orleans, in November 2018 for the 
American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hy-

giene. Soon after getting her medical degree, 
she joined the staff of the UPC as a junior lectu-
rer.
 
In late 2018, she joined the Vilain Lab at the 
Center for Genetic Medicine Research of the 
Children’s National Hospital, Washington D.C., 
USA. She started as an intern for six months. 

Lepere Kumba
MSc

Doctor Céleste Mujinga 
Musasa, MD, MSc
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Cynthia has been a BEBUC scholar since 2015. 
She completed her bachelor’s degree in Geo-
logy at the Université Officielle de Bukavu (UOB) 
in Exploration and Mining Geology in 2018. She 
obtained five consecutive distinctions during her 
bachelor studies. This is a rare profile in her stu-
dy field. In March 2019, Cynthia applied for a 
scholarship of the French Government, to which 
she was successfully selected in July 2019 as a 
co-funding with the BEBUC scholarship. In Sep-
tember 2019, she started her master studies 
at the Ecole des Mines de Paris in the program 
MIRIS (Mineral Resources Industries and Society) 
in the specialty: “Opération minière en ciel 
ouvert et en souterrain”.

From May to September 2020, she did an in-
ternship at the Centre for Geosciences of the 
Ecole des Mines de Paris, where her works dealt 
with the 3D modelling and estimation of strati-
form and kupferschiefer-type copper deposits 
and their exploitation taking into account tech-
nical and economic aspects. At the end of Sep-
tember 2020, Cynthia successfully defended 
her master thesis with a great distinction and 
completed her master studies with a distinction.
She is now a teaching and research assistant 
at the Department of Geology at UOB and is 
looking for a PhD opportunity. 

Well done dear Cynthia!

Although she had not yet completed her PhD, 
she was offered a position as a post-doctoral 
fellow for one year. 

In 2020, she was awarded the prestigious Che-
vening Scholarship to sponsor her MSc in the 
United Kingdom. In September of the same 

year, she enrolled in the Medical Microbiology 
Program at the University of Keele, United King-
dom, where she obtained her master’s degree. 
She is pursuing her research on malaria at the 
molecular level. Congratulations dear Céleste. 
Keep it up!

Cynthia Fataki
 MSc
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IV. Master Students

Doctor Agnès Kavira Katsioto and 
Doctor Hervé Mbuyamba 
Tshikomba, BSc

Doctor Agnès Kavira Katsioto and Doctor Hervé 
Mbuyamba Tshikomba have been BEBUC scho-
lars since 2013 and 2014, respectively. They suc-
cessfully completed their bachelor’s degrees in 
Medicine by mid-2019, Agnès at the Université 
Catholique du Graben (UCG) and Hervé at the 
Université Officielle de Mbujimayi (UOM). They 
went for a six-month internship at Korle Bu Tea-
ching Hospital in Accra, Ghana, in early 2020.

Hervé landed in Ghana in January 2020. He 
undertook his internship at the Department of 
Surgery, wherein he rotated through different 
surgical subunits including emergency sessions. 
His internship was prolonged over six months 
because of the lockdown due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Agnès joined Hervé at Korle Bu Teaching Hos-
pital in March 2020. She undertook her whole 
rotation at the Accident and Emergency Centre 
of the same hospital. The completion of her pro-
gram coincided with the opening of Ghana air 
borders.

After the completion of their training and a few 
days after passing their IELTS language tests at 
the British Council, Agnès and Hervé left Ghana. 
Agnès has already begun her master studies at 
Alexandria University in Egypt. Hervé is planning 
to start a master program very soon. We wish 
them all the best in their endeavors. Cheer up 
dear Agnès and Hervé!

Yvette Kalimumbalo 
BSc

Yvette is a master student of Computer Enginee-
ring at the University of Nairobi, in Kenya. She has 
been a BEBUC scholar since 2017. She is current-
ly a holder of a bachelor’s degree in Computer 
Engineering with four distinctions at the Université 

Libre des Pays des Grands Lacs (ULPGL/Goma).

A BEBUC scholar since 2017, Yvette was ap-
pointed as the tutor for the BEBUC scholars of 
Goma after her graduation, until August 2021.
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During her studies, she was the Vice-President 
(VP) of the research group GESI Technologies 
(Groupe d’Echange Scientifique pour l’Innova-
tion dans les Technologies) after a long period 
of being the VP of the Department of Computer 
Engineering of the organization. 

In 2018, Yvette developed a management ap-
plication to help the faculty staff follow up the 
evolution of bachelor theses from proposals to 
submissions. She extended the work in 2020 to 
other faculties of ULPGL and connected it to a 
plagiarism detection service. In the same year, 
she was a laureate of the Women in the STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathe-
matics) Scholarship Program, initiated by the 
Makutano Affair Network and Investing in People 
ASBL in its event category for attending a confe-
rence of choice in order to develop skills in Arti-
ficial Intelligence.

At the completion of her bachelor stu-
dies in 2020, Yvette was the only graduate 
at her faculty and was proclaimed as the 
second-excellent student of the university with 
her great distinction obtained. She then gained 

the Rawji Prize for Recognition of Excellence.

Yvette was the best student at the Faculty of 
Science and Applied Technologies for the aca-
demic years 2018-2019 and 2019-2020.

She was an intern at BBOX SA, an energy deliver 
company, as the technician in charge of instal-
lation of solar kits since she has skills in Electricity 
from her Department of Electrical and Compu-
ter Engineering at ULPGL.

After her bachelor studies, she worked as a Soft-
ware Engineer at Bora Technology, a company 
based in Goma, Lubumbashi, and Texas in 
the USA. In this company, she developed and 
maintained a high-tech software, a smart ener-
gy meter that is a solution for electricity/power 
control, easily used by local distribution compa-
nies. One of its special features is remote control 
and real-time analytics.

Yvette is now doing her master studies in Com-
puter Engineering at the University of Nairobi in 
Kenya. Congratulations dear Yvette and all the 
best for your master’s studies!

Doctor Harmony Kalau has been a BEBUC scho-
lar since 2014. He completed his bachelor stu-
dies in Medicine at the University of Lubumbashi 
(UNILU) in July 2019, recording three distinctions. 
He was the best student of the Faculty of Medi-
cine for the academic year 2018–2019 with a 
distinction.

Although cardiovascular diseases are one of the 
main causes of mortality in his region of Grand 
Katanga, they are poorly managed. There are 
only three cardiologists for more than ten million 
people! Therefore, Harmony has decided to do 
his master studies in Cardiology.

From March to September 2020, he performed 
a clinical training in the Cardiology Department 
at the University Teaching Hospital of Lusaka 
(Zambia). In November of the same year, he 
successfully passed the admission exam to start 
his master studies in Cardiology at the Abidjan 
Heart Institute of the Félix Houphouët-Boigny Uni-
versity (Ivory Coast). He was the only one selec-
ted among four Congolese. In January 2021, 
he started his master studies there.

Well done dear Harmony. All the best for your 
master studies! 

Doctor Harmony Kabash 
Kalau, BSc
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V. Bachelor Holders

Gloire Kasereka Kasitu 
BSc

Gloire Kasitu has been a BEBUC scholar since 
2019 and is now a bachelor degree holder in 
Organic Chemistry from the Université de Kisan-
gani (UNIKIS).

In June 2020, in order to raise the awareness 
of the youth of the Province of Tshopo, and to 
popularize the barrier of COVID-19 measures 
during the health crisis period, the Manik Foun-
dation in Tshopo Province organized an online 
writing competition on the topic «COVID-19, 
apprenons à vivre avec.» The selection process 
had two phases. The first one consisted of se-
lecting applications that successfully respected 
the criteria and standards of writing defined in 

advance by the Board Members of the Manik 
Foundation. Among 78 candidates, only 54 
were preselected in the first phase in July 2020, 
among them Gloire Kasitu, at that time bache-
lor student in Organic Chemistry at UNIKIS. 

In August 2020, after a strict examination, only 
five excellent applications whose contribu-
tions were recognized pertinent by the Board 
Members of the Manik Foundation were finally 
selected. Our BEBUC scholar Gloire Kasitu was 
among these five candidates, even with a dis-
tinction. Thus, he was awarded a prize by the 
foundation in December 2020, together with 
other winners. Bravo dear Gloire!

Nathan has been a BEBUC scholar since 2013. 
He completed his bachelor studies in Agro-
nomy last year (2021). He is currently the BEBUC 
Speaker at the Université Evangélique en Afrique 
(UEA). Since his bachelor studies started in 2016, 
he has consecutively obtained the highest 
percentage at his university. For all five years, he 
was recognized as the best student of UEA. As a 
result, the Rector of UEA successively awarded 

him the “Ruhigita Scholarship of Excellence” 
(named after a clinic in Bukavu). This scholarship 
allows the student to benefit from free acade-
mic fees, transportation, and accommodation 
at the university for the following year. By obtai-
ning this scholarship four times in a row, he broke 
the existing record at UEA, where no student had 
obtained it more than once before.

Nathan Okole
BSc
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VI. Bachelor Student

In October 2020, the Pan American Society 
of Trauma organized the XXXIII Pan American 
Congress of General Surgery, Critical Care and 
Emergency, coupled to the XLIV International 
Congress of General Surgery organized by the 
Mexican Society of General Surgery. Due to the 
current pandemic situation the congress was 
done via virtual meetings, and presenters from 
all over the word attended it. 

Gauthier Murhula, with his team made of stu-
dents and physicians from the Université Ca-
tholique de Bukavu (UCB) and another BEBUC 
scholar specializing in Pediatric Surgery at UCB, 
presented an abstract in the category of a 
mini-oral presentation. The topic was “Factors 
Associated with Outcomes After Burn Care: A 
Retrospective Study in the Eastern Democratic 
Republic of the Congo”. 

Gauthier concluded that the main risk factor 
for in-hospital mortality was total burn surface 
area superior to 20% and deep burns were as-
sociated both with prolongated length of stay 
and complications of burns. Therefore, prac-
titioners have to take into account these pa-
rameters when managing burns in the DRC and 
further studies will be needed to investigate the 
effects of surgical treatment on outcomes. This 
work was done in the purpose of advocating for 
creating more specialized burn units in the DRC, 
where there are only two established burn units. 
Gauthier’s work was awarded the third-place 
award winner for mini-oral presentation. He is 
the Main BEBUC Speaker of Bukavu Town and 
the Speaker of UCB. 

Congratulations dear Gauthier!

Gauthier Bahizire Murhula

He also has a special interest in Pure and Applied 
Mathematics in Agronomy. He is a member of 
the BEBUC Mathematics Workgroup, a platform 
initiated by Prof. Gerhard Bringmann. This work-
group gathers scholars interested in Mathema-
tics who want to share their ideas on problem 

solving using Mathematics. The members also 
learn to work in a team and in collaboration with 
others. Compliments dear Nathan!
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Under the impulse of Prof. Karine Ndjoko Ioset, 
ten advanced BEBUC scholars started wor-
king together with the purpose of creating the 
Young Academy of Science in DRC (YAS-DRC) 
in November 2018. These scholars were: 
Christian Nkanga Isalomboto, Tania 

Bishola Tshitenge, Freddy Bangelesa Fefe, 
Alain Murhimalika Bapolisi, Salomé Kahindo 
Mwanamolo, Hervé Lekuya Monka, 
Blaise Pascal Zirimwabagabo Migabo, 
Florent Tshibwid A Zeng, Georges Muhindo 
Kasay, and Félicien Barhebwa Mushamuka.

VII. 
Young Academy 
of Sciences 
in the DRC

First meeting for the creation of the Young Academy of Science (YAS-DRC).
From the left to the right, from the top to the bottom: Prof. Christian Nkanga, 
Dr. Tania Bishola, MSc Kahindo Salomé, Doctor Hervé Lekuya, Doctor Florent 

Zeng, Dr. Freddy Bangelesa, MSc Alain Bapolisi, MSc Georges Kasay
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Their mission was to initiate the creation of a 
young academy in DRC. Such an academy 
had as objectives: 

(1) to promote science as a career of choice 
for young Congolese academics, and to use 
science as an engine of the socio-economic 
development; 

(2) to foster national, international, and interdis-
ciplinary collaborations among scientists; and 

(3) to encourage the government, foundations 
and philanthropic organizations to channel re-
sources into scientific research projects.

In collaboration with the Global Young Acade-
my of Science, several African national young 
academies (Benin, Burundi, and Cameroon) 
and the DRC Senior Academy of Sciences, the 
founding committee set out the recruitment pro-
cess with five reviewers (four external and one 
internal). The selection process was held in early 
2020, and out of the 23 candidates, 16 were 
validated as Effective Members, based on the 
compilation of the results of the five reviewers. 
Among the successful candidates, three are 

BEBUC professors, viz. Christian Nkanga 
Isalomboto, Hypolite Muhindo Mavoko, and Vivi 
Maketa Tevuzula. Honorary Members of the YAS-
DRC are: Prof. Gerhard Bringmann, Prof. Virima 
Mudogo, Prof. Karine Ndjoko, Prof. Taba Kalulu, 
Prof. Jean Liyongo, and H.E. the Congolese Mi-
nister of Regional Planning, Guy Loando.

The newly created DRC Young Academy of 
Sciences (YAS-DRC) was officially launched on 
28 November 2020, in Kinshasa, with the par-
tial support by the German NGO Förderverein 
Uni-Kinshasa e.V. (f UNIKIN). Among the special 
guests at the launch ceremony event were 
the BEBUC Vice-President Prof. Virima Mudogo, 
who delivered the welcoming speech, and 
Prof. Alfred Forchel, at that time the President 
of the University of Wuerzburg and now the new 
President of BEBUC and of the NGO f UNIKIN, 
who gave a virtual appeal to support the YAS-
DRC. Soon after the launching ceremony, the 
Effective Members held the first General Assem-
bly, with election of the Executive Committee, 
chaired by Prof. Patrick Memvanga Bondo.

Long life to the YAS-DRC! 

The BEBUC Scholarship Program promotes De-
mocracy and exemplary leadership. At the 
base, all the BEBUC scholars grouped in towns 
or institutions elect their representatives called 
speakers, along with the vice-speakers. The 
speakers and the vice-speakers gather in the 
Speakers’ Council and elect the Prime Speaker 

along with two Vice-Prime Speakers. A new prac-
tice (since 2021) is that the Prime Speaker no-
minates other qualified scholars to constitute a 
full Cabinet to support him/her for special tasks. 
Here is the composition of the current Prime 
Speaker’s Cabinet:

The Cabinet of the Prime Speaker

Japhet Kasereka Mapati
Mwanack Kakule Matina 
Patient Kubuya Binwa
Hervé Mbuyamba Tshikomba
Elisée Ntambua Mbombo
Florent Tshibwid A Zeng

Prime Speaker: 
First Vice-Prime Speaker: 

Second Vice-Prime Speaker: 
Secretary: 
Reporter: 

Advisor:  
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The New Directory Board of the NGO f UNIKIN and 
the Panel Members of the BEBUC Scholarship 
Program 

Prof. Alfred Forchel (President)
Prof. Gerhard Bringmann (Honorary President)
Prof. Ulrike Holzgrabe (Vice-President)
Prof. Virima Mudogo (Vice-President)
Prof. Karine Ndjoko Ioset (Director and General Manager)
Prof. Hypolite Muhindo Mavoko (Secretary for Public Relations)
Mrs. Christine Wolf (Treasurer)

From the left to the right: 
Prof. A. Forchel, Prof. H. Mavoko, Ch. Wolf, Prof. G. Bringmann, 

Prof. U. Holzgrabe, Prof. K. Ndjoko, Prof. V. Mudogo (15 October 2021)
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Gratitude to our partners


